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" The minds of men are weary of floating to and fro between a 
dogmatism nearly come to its end, and a dogmatism yet unborn 
among as. Weary of nncertainty and of the bitter and intolerant 
conditions of the past, whose place, tho nearly vacant, has not been 
yet taken by any new and more welcome guest, you constantly meet 
with fatigued wanderers looking out where to fix, where to halt. In 
the dark or in the dawn, the present generation is searching how to 
belieye, without disoord or unhappiness ; how to believe in the bond 
of love ; how to unite, once for all. Reason and Faith, and still more 
seal and charity. On all sides you hear discontent and disgust ex- 
preft respecting all those imperfect systems now dried up and empty, 
which satisfy neither the intellect, the conscience, nor the religious 
instinct of man ; discontent and disgust with a system where the 
form is given for the power, words for sense, regulations for order, 
or anarehy iot freedom, the faltering of remembrances for pofeS" 
sions of faith, and ji>aces to ojtdfro on the way, for progress j dis- 
content and disgust with all those sorts of objective persuasions 
founded only on the outside of truth, and the appearances of religion; 
everywhere yon meet with men of all classes ardently seeking, out 
of doors and in private, after a subjective creed, that is to say, 
dra^ Qut of man considered in himself as a complete being, as a 
subject existing apart from every other being in his iii\iolQ\ilQjndi- 
vidvality ; a creed drawn out of the realities of life, the realities of 
Revelation, from the very depths of creation, from our nature, from 
Qod'a nature, from tl^^ essence and spirit of Christianity/* 
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„ p. 283, line 15 from bottom,/or 289, read 298. 
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THE NECESSITY OP TOLERATION TO THE EXERCISE 
OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 



A- Sennon preacht before the University of Oxford, on "Whit-Tuesday, 1846, 
by Edmund Roberts Larken, M. A., of Trinity College, Oxford ; Rector 
of Burtou-by -Lincoln ; and Chaplain to the Right Hon. Lord Monson. 



JOHN VII. 17. 

* If any man will do His mil, he shall know of the doctrine, whether 
it be of God: 

HERE has ever existed among tlie generality of Imman minds a 
strong dislike — in some cases, and upon some subjects, ap- 
proaching to horror — of vagueness and uncertainty. Even in 
the ordinary affairs of life, the worst reality is preferred to the tortures 
of suspense ; and men, in their zeal for the practical and positive, 
evince for the most part a repugnance or contempt for the theoretical 
and indefinite. To look into the darkness of the Euture, and to see 
what events lie there, of weal or woe, awaiting us on our journey 
thro life, has always been an object of supreme anxiety, in spite of 
the warnings that have been given from time to time by wisdom, both 
worldly and divine,- as to the fruitlessness of the desire, and the 
banefiu effect it would have upon our happiness if accomplisht. 
And if it has been so in ordinary affairs, in the things of time, in 
ose which concern our bodies, our estates, our intellects, or our 
rthly fortunes, how much more intense has been the horror with 
ich men in general have shnink from vagueness and uncertainty on 
iritual matters— on the things of Eternity, on those which concern 
souls, our spiritual estate, our present intercourse with tlie in- 
sible world, or the inheritance which we trust to gain there ui the 
uture. 

This feeling has produced its natural residt. Men have gone forth 
.to the wide regions of enquiry, and at every turn have met witli 
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2 THE NBCE88ITY OF TOLEBATION TO H 

difficulties and mysteries ^irliich have perplext and distre^ tkeni. ^^^H 
a aingle step can be taken in the inyestigatioE of any idigioac^H 
ject, DeYond that of the mere routine of our daily duties, ^^-4^1 
not leaa as into temptations requiring all our faith and 0QB£d3W^| 
God's goodness and wisdom to escape from or repeL ^l^i)^li|^| 
curiosity of our species, and its tendency to search into what is ]^| 
den, and arrive at certainty in what has been left undefined,. Ita^H 
men into deep, intricate, and, need I say, disappointing speciidaHH 
as to the connection between the body, soul, and spirit ; as t^H 
relations which exist between the dull material mass, the 9<^| 
principle which animates, and the principle, subtler still, ^^^M 
guides, instructs, and elevates it to the fulfilment c^ those ^omM 
purposes for which it is destined by its almighty Creator. ^^lOisH 
the scrutiny into the present earthly connection between thism^f 
rious triad sufficed for the curiosity of men. It has been csJttH 
into that world which is the peculiar abode of the subtlest prindf^| 
all ; and the pre-existence of that principle, its doings and suffe^^f 
before it joins the body; and its after-condition, its doings and a^H 
ings after parting from, the body — have each formed the snb^^H 
painful, laborious, and, so far as the attainment of certainty isjJ 
cemed, fruitless investigations. 9 

Nor has that awful subject — that subject in approaching whiduH 
spuit of man, while yet shrouded in mortal flesh, would, we ^^^k 
imagine, tremble and adore in passive and rapt contemplation— 3B 
nature of the Deity himself — escaped the intrusion of man's enqdB 
Thro forgetfulness that it is not, and never can be, given to 9 
Finite to comprehend Infinity — that it is imi>ossible for Spirit clofl 
and clogged with Mesh, to appreciate that which is Spirit purely jB 
abstractedly — the nature, properties, and attributes of the IlM 
High have been canvast with aU the familiarity that belongs to ho» 
hold affairs, to the utter disappointment of the daring enquirers,^ 
their arrival at diametrically opposite conclusions on the transcendej 
subject ; and, alas ! not unfrequently, to the denial of that very ^ 
istence into the particulars of which the rash investigation has beu 
made. ,^. ■ 

And the relations between the Almighty and His creatures — iM 
desire to explain or elucidate the contradiction between His I'orl 
knowleffe qf all events, which is necessary to His perfection, and til 
Free-will of man, which is a fact based on the testimony of our ow 
consciousness and experience ; and, as involved therewith, the don 
trincs of Predestination to Eternal life and Reprobation to EternSi 



